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Dear     ,

Thank you for contacting me about the bunkhouse at Castle Rocks State Park.  I appreciate the opportunity to respond.

The collection of ideas and opinions from stakeholders and the public was critical to the success of the master planning process at the Castle Rocks bunkhouse.  Input was gathered from many sources to insure that diverse interests and perspectives were represented in the master planning process.

Ideas and opinions were collected at six open and advertised public meetings and public input workshops.  Meetings were held at several times and places to maximize participateion of interests which included the local public, park users, park stakeholders, other agencies, local park staff and Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (IDPR) staff.  Every meeting was well attended with a recorded average attendance of 30 people per meeting.

The public and members of the Stakeholder Advisory Team (SAT) and the Planning Review Team (PRT) identified potential opportunities and desired visitor experiences for this park unit.  Among the items identified were to develop a minimally intrusive road to provide better access to Castle Rocks and to develop a bunkhouse near the existing ranch house.  

Current recreational trends indicate demographics and preferences of park visitors are changing.  There is a need for diversification within Idaho’s state parks to ensure that the parks are able to attract new visitors.  Castle Rocks State Park is a place where the opportunity exists to provide facilities to meet these growing, changing needs.

The Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation anticipates that the bunkhouse facility will be well utilized and will draw even more visitors to the area.

Almo is the closest community to the City of Rocks and Castle Rocks and will benefit from the increase dtourism economy.  The towns of Oakley, Elba, Conner Creek and Albion may benefit from the tourists headed to the parks.

IDPR strives to understand the recreational needs of the people, to practice wise resource stewardship and to carefully maintain facilities.

Castle Rocks State Park can provide diverse recreational opportunities to the citizens of Idaho and visitors to our great state.  The park’s unique qualities encourage discovery and solitude in a setting where natural beauty, ranching heritage, and prehistoric culture enrich visitor experiences.

Thanks again for contacting me.  Please keep me informed on this and any other state government issues of concern to you.

As always—Idaho “Esto Perpetua”

Signed

C.L. “Butch” Otter

Governor of Idaho
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